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You voted. The results are in.
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Find out who won and who lost in our annual
Fairfield survey. See the B section.
Plus there's more online! Visit www.fairfieldmirror.com
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Arson hits Claver lounge
BY ASHLEIGH EGAN
Shortly after midnight Dec. 9, the fire
alarms went off in Claver Hall. As students
were forced outside into the frigid snowy
weather, they were surprised to find out
that this was not another false alarm, but
an actual fire.
According to Mike Lauzon, assistant
director of Fairfield security, the security
office got the call to Claver at 12:09 a.m.

Sunday morning to what students described
as a fire in the second floor lounge of the
building.
Lauzon added that the fire is currently
under investigation by the Fairfield Police
Department as well as Fairfield security, and
therefore details cannot be disclosed until
after the investigation is complete.
Fairfield Fire Chief Richard Felner
stated that they received an alarm at
12:19 a.m. on Dec. 9 to a fire on the second

Trash can and sofa set on fire;
investigation continuing

floor lounge. Upon arrival the firefighters
searched for occupants on the first and second floors and came upon a smoke condition
on the second floor, but Felner said the fire
was under control due to the activation of
the sprinkler system.
"The sprinkler system put the fire under
control," said Felner. "The damage would
have been much worse had the building not
had sprinklers."
Upon primary investigation Felner

SLIPPERY SLOPE

stated that it appeared that a sofa and the
contents of a trash can had been deliberately
set on fire. An RA also reported a student
had used a dry chemical extinguisher in an
attempt to put out the fire.
Security officers left Claver shortly
after 2 a.m., around the same time when
the fire marshal allowed students back into
the building.
SEE "CLAVER" ON P.
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Fisher investigation
stalled; info needed
BY JESSICA HOLMBERG

While the Fairfield community continues to mourn the
death of Mark Fisher '06, no
one has been charged with his
murder and the New York Police Department's investigation
has come to a halt.
Fisher's parents, Michael
and Nancy, and friends at Fairfield are asking students to come
forward with any information
that may aid the police in its investigation to find Mark's killer.
"The police still need more
answers," said Michael Fisher.
"They need someone to come
forward and to be as honest as
possible, even if they would like
to remain anonymous."
Police have since arrested
Brooklyn resident Jesse Wenzle,
21, on Oct. 24 for having un-

FISHER

registered weapons, but police
believed that Wenzle was not
Fisher's murderer.
"Right now, he's just been
charged with weapons possession
in the third and fourth degree,"
NYPD Detective Price, Deputy
Commissioner Public Information, told reporters.
SEE "FISHER'S" ON P.
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Fairfield's security cameras
now airing on campus TV
BY LAURA PFEIFER
Elizabeth Cooper/The Mirror

Slushy path: A student trudges her way through the snow-covered walkways to the library Tuesday after
last weekend's snowstorm. Days after the storm, campus pathways and roads are still covered in snow
and ice, making walking to class difficult.

EXPANDED COVERAGE
Students weigh in on
school's snow removal
Page 3

1 Alison Marshall plows her I Editorial: School must do
1 way through the snow 1 more during blizzards
1

Page 10

Page 12

Fairfield University's security department issued a statement recently announcing the
campus-wide broadcast of the
school's Closed Circuit Television cameras on channel 108.
CCTV cameras are strategically positioned throughout campus to monitor activity. The university has been using the system
since 1998, which is used to deter

criminal activity and aid in investigations when crime occurs.
According to Frank Ficko,
associate director of security,
the cameras are used in a professional manner at all times.
"I have never heard of a complaint from a parent, but a Mirror
article a few years ago indicated
some students' concern over 'Big
Brother' watching," Ficko said.
SEE "STUDENTS" ON P.
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University to share library with town:

Fairfield public library to close
for two-year renovation project
BY RYAN BLAIR

Checking out: Fairfield Public library renovation for next two years forces residents to use other options.
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Guest passes to the DiMenna-Nyselius Library here at Fairfield will be available to all Fairfield Public Library cardholders
after the Fairfield Public Library on the Post Road will be closing
for renovation on Dec. 14 until spring of 2005.
For the next year and a half, local library patrons will be
forced to travel to a number of other libraries in the area. During
this renovation, Asked whether the public library closing would
impact circulation at the DiMenna-Nyselius Library, Director of
Library Services Joan Overfield said, "It is really difficult to say at
this point. We won't be able to tell until the [DiMenna-Nyselius]
library reopens after the holidays in January."
Overfield noted that "Fairfield residents have always been
able to obtain guest cards," which provide limited access to the
university's collection of more than 290,000 volumes. "Currently,
there are more than 1,000 guest card holders who are able to borrow up to three books at once," she said.
Statistics regarding the borrowing activity of guest card
holders were unavailable at press time.
Whether the number of cardholders will increase is unclear
at this time.
A brochure published by the Fairield Public Library recommends borrowing from nine area libraries including the DiMennaNyselius library, the Fairfield Woods branch of the Fairfield public
library system, and a new, temporary library located on Sanford
Street near the Fairfield train station. With such an abundance
of alternatives, no clear conclusions can be drawn with regards
to the impact on the university library.
"We'll just have to wait and see," said Overfield.
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Wednesday, December 3
11:48 a.m. - A car was reported broken into while parked in the
rear lot of the Rec. Center. A purse was taken.
9:30 p.m. - Non-students selling spa packages for a place in
New York were escorted off campus and told not to come
back.
Friday, December 5
8:20 p.m. - A window at the Campus Center was found broken.
A student had accidentally fatten into the window due to icy
conditions. The student was sent to the hospital.
Sunday, December 7
12:09 a.m. - There was a fire in Claver. A couch had been found
burnt and garbage cans were set on fire. Two students had
tried to put the fire out, until the sprinklers turned on.
Monday, December 8
9:30 a.m. - An employee from McAuliffe was hit by a 27 pound
icicle. The person's head was cut and needed stitches.
2:15 p.m. - Windows in Kostka were kicked around and broken.
One suspect was identified. This is still under investigation.
*Between December 5 and 6 five car accidents occurred due
to snow.
CORRECTIONS
In this week's Best and Worst of Fairfield section, Keith B. Whamond's name was
misspelled.
The Mirror strives to report accurately in our stories. However, if you are aware of
any errors, please call Editor In Chief Ethan Fry at x6529.
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Mother nature calls, but does Fairfield answer??
BY ELIZABETH COOPER

While last week's powerful winter
storm headed out to sea, Fairfield students
walked timidly on the slush and ice, careful
not to lose their precarious balance.
Many paths were still without sand,
and because they were not shoveled to the
pavement level, they remained slippery late
into Monday.
Some students sustained injuries from
the condition of walkways and there were
some accidents on the roads on campus.
The student health center reported
only a few of ice and snow related injuries.
Many students, however, may not have
gone to the health center for treatment of
their injuries.
Jenn Cole '06 said she slipped Friday evening coming back from the Levee
after watching the band Seeking Homer
perform.
"It was dark and the sidewalks were
not cleared at all," said Cole. "It was hard
to tell where there was ice."
Cole was not able to make it to the
health center due to the strong winds and
heavy snowfall the next day, but says her
shoulder is still sore from her fall.
One difficulty with this most recent

storm was the quantity of snow that fell
in the area.
"You have to appreciate there was such
a heavy abundance of snowfall," said Stan
Kisiel, manager of maintenance operations
on campus. "We do the best we can."
Preparations for snow removal begin
well before snow starts to fall, according to
Kisiel. The department has 12 people working in snow removal throughout campus.
Prior to a storm, all snow removal vehicles are lined up and tested to be sure they
are in good working order.
This includes both plows and sanders.
Sand and "ice melt" are also ordered ahead
of time.
Kisiel said maintenance begins to
work "as soon as [the snow] starts coming
down."
The first priority is to make all building
entranceways accessible. The areas around
the doors to dorm and academic buildings
are cleared so students and faculty are able
to enter and exit.
Next, roads and sidewalks are
cleared.
"We open roads so we get people on
and off of campus," said Kisiel.
There were also motor vehicle accidents reported.

-More computer
oroblems in Store*

Security received five reports of traffic accidents between 12 p.m. Friday and 5
p.m., according to Mike Lauzon, assistant
director of security.
Maintenance operations uses salt and
sand for the roads, and "ice melt" for the
sidewalks. In spite of this, many walkways
were icy throughout Tuesday's class hours.
It was not uncommon to see students slipping and struggling to keep their balance on
many campus paths.
"The stairs by the Loyola door that
faces Campion have been icy," said Anthony
Del Aversano '06.
Del Aversano was fortunate to notice
the ice and not be caught off guard.
"I was walkiagj»it>«f Campion and
there was a patch of ice," said Rebecca
Valencia '06. "I slipped and landed on my
ankle."
Valencia had to miss class to go to the
health center for treatment of her swollen
ankle.
In spite of Kisiel's statement that door
entrances are cleared first, many students
were dissatisfied with the quality of snow
and ice removal in these areas.
"They should at least clear the snow
in front of the dorms," said Elcid Abkarian
'07. "It is unsafe."

CNS advises students to upgrade virus software
t0 mana e
8 AOL Instant Messenger bugs

BY STEVEN ANDREWS

When James Taglione '05 checked his
housemate's AOL Instant Messenger profile
last week and saw a link saying it contained
his picture, he clicked on it.
"He's linked to other stuff like that
before, so I didn't think it was weird or
anything," Taglione said.
However, once he clicked on the link
a series of windows popped up asking
him to confirm a download. Thinking
this was just part of viewing the picture,
he agreed.
"After that, I got the same link put in
my profile telling people I have a picture of
them and I can't take it out," he said.
A rash of programs have been infecting
the Internet lately and inserting themselves
into the ubiquitous messaging service, causing them to spread over college campuses
nationwide. Fairfield's Computing and
Networking Services has been busy fielding requests from students for help with
these problems.
"There has been an influx of issues
with regards to these so called 'Instant
Messenger' viruses with students here at
Fairfield University," said Steve Dailey,
academic support manager for CNS.
"These new spyware infections have not
directly impacted the student network as
a whole, but it has caused a great deal of
frustration to the students who infected
their machines."
He says that in addition to the "picture"
virus, one called RealPHX has also infected

Elizabeth Cooper/The Mirror

Slip 'n Slide: Students walk cautiously to
class to prevent painful falls.

File photo illustration/The Mirrc

Instant message infection: AIM profile viruses trigger more computer frustration for
students.
"I thought my computer was up to date
many computers on campus by spreading
with
the virus software and everything the
from the AIM profile.
"This spyware can have many effects school had given us, but I guess it wasn't,"
on computers, from changing an AIM profile said Taglione.
Dailey explained that students must do
as mentioned above, or changing someone's
Internet Explorer homepage for example," some work to keep their computers clean
since the virus software will not always
he said.
Updated virus and system software, recognize the newer programs.
"The RealPHX spyware uses a security
according to Dailey, can stop these infections, but students need to take the time to hole in Internet Explorer that many students
probably have not updated. Students need
do them.

to use the Windows Update service on their
computers and install all critical updates that
are applicable to their individual machine,"
he said. "Norton AntVirus cannot delete
system processes. A quick Internet search
can provide many helpful instructions on
how to delete such spyware from your
machine."
Taglione was able to fix his machine by
asking friends for help.
"I found someone else who had the
same virus before and was able to give me
a link which fixed it," he said.
CNS realizes that many students have
never been taught the proper way to keep
a computer virus-free and are currently
working on a way to bring that information
to everyone.
"Computing and Network Services is
currently working on developing on-line
resources for students, and well as printed
material on how to keep their systems
clean," Dailey said. "We are also looking at
additional solutions that would be installed
on the student network to help lower the
amount of viruses infecting student machines. This virus support structure will be
further developed throughout the remaining
academic year and beyond."
This help will come too late for Taglione, but he now thinks he knows enough
about viruses to prevent any from taking
over his programs again.
"Now I've learned never to click on
links from my friends unless I know it's
not going to cause any problems with my
computer," he said.
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Claver residents forced to find shelter
CONTINUED FROM P.

1

Students were upset that they were
forced from their building and left in the
dark about when they would be allowed
back in.
"No one told us what was going on or
how long we wouldn't be allowed in the
building," said Adam Klich '06. "One RA
told us that we could go sleep in the BCC."
When it became clear that the fire would
keep the building off-limits for some time,
the question of where to spend the cold night
was left to the students to answer.
"I think it was very irresponsible the
way they handled it, telling us we had to
find somewhere else to sleep," said Larissa
Cranston '06.
However, some students were able to
make the best of a bad situation.
"I happened to bring my guitar outside
with me," said Mark Servidio '06. "I played
outside for awhile and a group of us gathered
around and sang 'Breakfast at Tiffany's,'
then we went into Kostka with a bunch of
other people. We met a bunch of new people

Deal#l
Two X-Large
2-Topping Pizzas

22 99
Offer Expire*: I2/3W03
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because we were all stuck in Kostka."
Due to the weather, students were
forced to find other buildings to stay in
until Claver was opened again.
"I went into the Kostka lounge with
some other kids," said Klich.
"We went to Jogues to visit some people
and get pajama pants," added Cranston. "I
almost ended up sleeping in the Mirror office until some lady walked by around 3 a.m.
and told us we could go back to Claver."
When asked about who will pay for
the damages, Lauzon said that he is not
sure whether Claver residents will have
to pay. This will be decided following the
investigation.
Fire Chief Felner also complimented
the actions of Fairfield security officers.
"Their fast action definitely kept the damage down/' he said.
In response to the fire, Dean of Students
Mark Reed provided The Mirror with the following, "The responsible students not only
will be subject to university disciplinary action but also criminal prosecution. Arson will
result in full dismissal from the university."
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Students: security cameras
not entertaining TV
CONTINUED FROM P.

1

"That's one of the reasons for displaying the CCTV for public viewing, to take
the mystery out of how they are used,"
he said.
Students can switch to channel 108
to monitor campus activity on their own.
The television screen is sectioned off into
squares, giving views of various locations
throughout campus, including the Apartment Village parking lots, the library
walkway and the Quad.
Fairfield University's Uniform Crime
Report for 2002, which documents a comprehensive rundown of all sexual assaults,
crime and drug statistics on campus, reported that there were four forced sexual assaults
on campus as opposed to eight in 2001.
While there is no evidence the cameras did aid in reducing sexual assaults,
Ficko said he believes that these cameras
are invaluable, allowing for a secure presence on campus without security actually
being physically present. However, these
all occurred in campus residences, one spot
on campus where the cameras do not pry.
Miguel Delgado '04 said that watching camera activity does not really make
a difference to him.
"Okay, so there are cameras. I'm
not going to sit there and watch [channel]
108," Delgado said. "What am I going to
find out anyway? What townhouse the keg
is going to be at?"
Kristin Gance '04 voiced a similar
opinion. "I think that the presence of
cameras on campus in a good thing," said
Gance. "However, I don't really think that
there really is a point to watching them."
Ficko maintained cameras were not
installed in response to any specific event.

"We have requested additional cameras
and hope to have them installed in the
future," he said.
According to author Jeffery R. Young
in the June 2003 issue of The Chronicle
for Higher Education, there are mixed
reactions around the nation to the everincreasing presence of security cameras
on campus.
In his article, Lauren Gelman, assistant director of Stanford Law School's
Center for Internet and Society, is quoted
as saying: "College students are at that age
when they're sort of going out exploring
who they are and what they want to be.
There shouldn't be a record later in life of
what is going on, and there shouldn't be a
constant surveillance state on a campus."
Young's article states that a major
concern is information about students'
behavior could be handed over to authorities under the Patriot Act, which, among
other things, states that information may
be handed over "... to enhance law enforcement investigatory tools."
Security's stated intent is the protection of university students from crime and
assaults. The cost is minimal as well, a
mere $6,000 to $7,000 a year. But whether
or not these cameras do aid in catching
criminals on campus remain to be seen.
However, Ficko maintains that
Fairfield University is a relatively secure
campus. "There is no 'magic bubble'
that hovers over campus that keeps the
bad guys off and the good guys always
honest," he said.
Feeling secure is most important for
some students.
"As long as campus remains safe,
then security can install all the cameras
that they want," said Gance.

CLASSIFIEDS
*** ACT NOW! Book 11 people, get.
12th trip free. Visit the official website
for spring break '04. The best deals
to the hottest destinations. Group
discounts for 6+ www.springbreakdisc
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from $489.Air, Hotel, Transfers, Parties
and More! Organize small group- earn
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Spring Break 2004- Travel with STS,
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to Jamaica, Cancun, Acapulco,
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Earn 2 Free Trips for 15 Travelers & $$

Place a classified ad for as low as $15 for 20 words!
Call Josh or Keith at (203) 256-6594 for more information.
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Fisher's father: "Students might be withholding information"
CONTINUED FROM P.

1

outside.
Within two minutes, the Brooklyn
Police Department arrived at the scene and
closed the road, according to Martinez.
Martinez said it began to rain, and
police covered Fisher's body immediately.
Several .22-caliber shell casings were
found by Fisher's body, which was partially
wrapped in a yellow blanket, according to
witnesses. Investigators have since determined that the blanket came from the house
on Stratford Road.

At least four other people crucial to
the investigation have been questioned by
the NYPD but are keeping quiet and have
recently retained attorneys.
There have been no updates to the investigation since Oct. 31, according to Chris
Filippazzo, an NYPD police officer at the
Deputy Commissioner Public Information.
"The case is still under investigation,"
Filippazzo said. "There have been no new
arrests made in connection with the crime."
Currently there is a $40,000 reward for
any information leading to Mark's killer, including $20,000 from Fisher's family.
The Fishers traveled to the university
on Dec. 8 and dropped off posters about
the reward and to the office of security, who
will then distribute them around campus.
Michael Fisher remained appreciative and
complimented Mark Reed, dean of students,
and Todd Pelazza, director of security, for all
of their assistance since Mark's death.
While it remains unclear where Fisher
was killed, the Fisher family is looking for
answers.
"We are destroyed by this, especially
with the holidays coming up," Michael
Fisher said. "We believe Mark's murder
was a set-up. It wasn't random. Why was
he murdered? -1 have no idea."

happened to 'Fish' knowing that no one has
been arrested for what they did."
Boehmer, compelled to seek justice,
gave advice to students who may have
information leading to Mark's killer.
"If there is a student here who knows
something that we don't know, and if they
are keeping a secret because they are scared,
I want to tell them not to be scared. They
should tell the truth because if there is no
truth in this world, then there is really no
basis for anything," she said.
"Don't be afraid, and do what is right,"
Boehmer said. "I want them to give the Fisher family some peace. They cannot give the
Fishers Mark back, but they can give them
peace of mind at night and a sense of finally
knowing what happened."

Family and friends: students
are withholding information

NYPD pieces together what may
have happened

Fisher's father asked students to find
the "courage to come forward if they heard
anything and to be truthful" if they are afraid
to speak up.
"We believe students might be withholding information," he said. "We're asking you to please help ... give the police
some information or give it to us."
Close friends to Mark remain confident
that Mark's murderer will be found, and justice will be served.
"The worst thing in the world is not
knowing.. .the feeling of the unknown," said
Mary Boehmer '06, Fisher's close friend.
"We feel like there are students here
who do know exactly what happened but
are too scared to come forward. If there are
indeed students who know what happened
or have a piece of what happened, then they
should share because eventually the truth
always comes out," she said.
Students felt frustrated about the
slowed investigation and sympathized with
the Fisher family.
"Everyone here wants justice, and
if they know what happened they would
come forth and tell whatever they knew to
put this matter to rest," said John Mahoney
'06, a friend of Fisher.
"If anyone is withholding information
it does bother me some because it is selfish.
They could be withholding something that
can bring closure to this whole thing and
put the Fisher family at some ease. I really
hope that the horrible person who did this is
caught," he said.
Tim Savage '06, another friend of
Fisher, agreed.
"It's really frustrating knowing that
whoever did this hasn't been arrested, and
that someone has to have information about
what happened, but they haven't come forward," he said. "It's hard to swallow what

Detectives believe Fisher got into an
argument over a woman, which led to his
murder and would rule out an early theory
that Fisher might have been the victim of a
robbery gone wrong after he withdrew $20
from an ATM at a 11 -7 convenience store in
Brooklyn at 4:23 a.m. on Oct. 12.
"We believe it wasn't a random street
crime, and it emanated from a dispute,"
NYPD Commissioner Raymond Kelly told
reporters in late October.
Detectives have since ruled out the theory Fisher was slain as he slept on a couch at
the party because a stain on a carpet inside the
house at 152 Stratford Road in the Flatbush
section of Brooklyn, where Fisher was before
he died, was not blood, according to Kelly.
Fisher's wallet containing his New Jersey driver's license, an Old Navy credit card
and his bank ATM card was found in a sewer
three houses away from the Stratford Road
house at which he was partying, ruling out
the theory that he was shot inside the house
and brought to Argyle Road in the Prospect
Park section of Brooklyn, where his body

Courtesy of Campus Currents

Remembering Mark: Family and friends convene for the memorial service on Oct. 21.
was discovered.
As a result of that search warrant, the
NYPD have established that a blanket used
to wrap up Fisher's body came from the
Stratford Road house.
A neighborhood resident said to reporters that there is often late night activity at
the house.
"It's young guys that do hang out, and
like I said until the wee hours of the morning. Not sure what's going on over there,"
Phillip Harris told reporters.
Kelly said detectives now believe
Fisher was jumped by a group as he left the
house and thrown into a white car or van.
"As an investigative premise, I would
say more than one person was involved,"
Kelly said to reporters Oct. 31.
Fisher was shot five times in the neck
and torso and suffered bruising consistent
with a beating, investigators said. At least
one bullet pierced his heart, according to
authorities.
Fisher was last seen by friends with
an unidentified woman at the Bar Harbour
located at 1470 First Avenue near East 77th
in Manhattan around 2 a.m. on Oct. 12.
About 4 a.m., Fisher called his friends
from a cell phone and said he was going
to a party in Flatbush, suggesting that they
should meet him there.
His friends declined and drove back
to Fairfield University, police sources told
reporters.
At 4:23 a.m., Fisher withdrew $20 from
an ATM at a 11-7 convenience store.
Nearly two hours later, at 6:41 a.m.,
residents of Argyle Road in Brooklyn's
south Prospect Park section heard several
gunshots close by.
"I was sleeping, and all of a sudden I
woke up to the sound of five gunshots," said
Daisy Martinez, a resident of 136 Argyle Road.
"I heard one shot...then a pause. Then I heard
three to four shots in rapid succession."
Martinez said she jumped out of bed to
look out the window but did not see anything

Fisher remembered with fund
and by friends
In remembrance and in honor of Fisher
and his happy, optimistic character, Fisher's
family set up the Mark Steven Fisher Foundation. Donations to the fund can be sent
to the Mark Steven Fisher Foundation P.O.
Box 148 Andover, NJ 07821.
"We have not decided completely on
where all the money will go," said Michael
Fisher. "We would like to award a scholarship every year to Mark's high school, and
we may do something with Fairfield University depending on the money available."
Friends at Fairfield still grieve the loss
of Fisher and hope justice will come soon.
"Being with all of our friends has really
helped me out a lot," said Tim Savage '06.
"We're always thinking about Mark, and we
still miss him. Our friends have really rallied
together to help everyone out, and we're trying
to keep Mark and his family in our thoughts
and prayers. We hope that someone will come
forward with details on the case."
"There is a void in my daily life. When
someone you love dies, there is a before and
after," said Mary Boehmer '06. "There is
life before they have died, and then there is
life after they have died, and you are never
ever the same."
Fisher's father reminisced of the good
days with Mark and recalled how tough it
was to come back to Fairfield to pick up
Mark's belongings after his death.
"We would like to urge students to
never forget Mark since it's all we have left.
He was always a good kid, and he was very
close with my wife [Mark Fisher's mother],"
he said. "The police found a paper in Mark's
dorm room that he wrote about his mother.
We all read it, and we all cried. It is really
starting to settle in that he's not coming back
... he's never coming back."
If you have information that could
help in the investigation, please call
Crimestoppers at (800) 577-TIPS. All calls
will be kept confidential.

Congratulations to Andrea Suriano
of the Class of 2004
who has accepted an offer from
GE for the Financial Management Program
The Career Planning Center wishes to thank
Joe Hanlon '87 for supporting Fairfield's
campus recruiting programs.
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Who are you?
Whose are you?
Who are you called to be?

APPLICATIONS
now AVAILABLE
Class of 2007
Pick one up in our office in Loyola, or online at http://www.fairfield.edu/academic/irc_academic.htm
Questions? Call Ext. 3325. Application Priority deadline is January 30, 2004.
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FUSA open door policy closes out students in protest
BY AsHLEIGH EGAN
The locking of a door is a
very simple action that can be
taken to represent nothing. But
when the locked door is the one
to an organization that represents
the student body it may lead students to ponder exactly what goes
on behind these locked doors, and
what is being missed or unheard
by those inside.
On Sunday, Nov. 16 there
was a student protest held outside
the FUSA office as part of a class
presentation. Following the performance, protestors were surprised
to find upon trying to enter the
FUSA office that the doors had
been locked.
Participants in the protest
were concerned with FUSA's actions during this meeting.
"Yes, it was for a class project, but we did the research and
everything we said was and still
is a problem with the university,"
said Patrick McHugh '06. "About
30 people stopped to watch and
listen to us while FUSA just sat in
their office and ignored us."
According to Kevin Neubauer
'05, FUSA president, there are
FUSA meetings that some students
may not attend. The reasons for
these meetings "vary and are obviously private," said Neubauer.

"If a student would like to
attend any meeting, but Senate,
he or she can as long as he or
she lets the leader of the meeting
know beforehand and that person
allows it," he said. "Perhaps these
particular students [from the
protest] could contact myself or
their senators with their concerns
in a more productive way - more
calmly and direct."
"To say that we should address
FUSA more calmly and directly
would be like saying you can't
go to an anti-war protest to hold
a picket sign without contacting
your senator first," said McHugh
in response. "This is like saying
you can't voice your opinion, and
that everything that is right about
the democratic process is not right
at Fairfield."
"Every student is a member of
FUSA," said Jillian Grant '05, vice
president for programming.
Grant said that besides one
private matter there was nothing
secretive about this meeting.
"The programming board is
responsible for planning programs
to enrich the student's college
experience. Senate is the representative body which is in place
to address student concerns," said
Grant.
However, she added that the
door to the office was locked dur-

ing the protest, in order to "prevent
the protestors from disrupting an
important, productive meeting."
"Jillian explained to the Board
what was reported to go on and to
not allow it to disrupt the already
scheduled meeting," said Neubauer, although he was not present at
the meeting in question.
"We weren't hostile or aggressive or attacking any faculty or
student organizations at Fairfield,
we were just stating something that
had to be heard and unfortunately
FUSA wasn't listening," said
McHugh.
Dean of Students Mark Reed
said in support of FUSA's attendance policies, "It seems appropriate to me that most FUSA Senate
meetings would be open to the
general student body, but I would
see these as open for attendance
only, not necessarily participation. The whole point of electing
senators is tqhave a representative
form of government."
Student response to FUSA's
actions is mixed.
"I think it makes sense that
random people can't go to every
FUSA meeting, because then
you'd have a bunch of people just

arguing about B
things and
getting nothing done,"
said Lauren
Fedechena
'05. "But yet
again, I don't
think many
people
at
Fairfield make
huge efforts to
participate in
things, so the
more difficult
FUSA makes
it for people
to participate
the lessj>eople
will make the
effort."
Neubauer
and
Grant
iy RobyrnOKacFuirias/1
both stressed
Locked
out:
Mike
Nolan
'05
tries to pry open
the availability
FUSA's
office
door.
of FUSA to the
said Neubauer.
student body.
"The workspace [FUSA ofHe added, "I urge the stufice] is designated for particular dents who protested on the 16th
people with positions
to contact the appropriate people
in FUSA, but certainly when- so we can work together to help
ever there is someone in here, all or that we can direct them to the
students are welcome to come in," right place."
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Finding cash for college is child's play
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The Mirror gets an early look at the final installment
of the'Lord of the Rings'trilogy
BY ZACK FINLEY

E

verything that has
a beginning...Must
have an end. Man,
what a way to end.
The entire Lord of the Rings trilogy is
meant to be seen as a whole. It is the epic
journey of men, hobbits, elves, dwarves
and the rest of Middle Earth's creatures and
cultures waging the ultimate fight of good
against evil. But "The Return of the King"
stands apart from 200 l's "Fellowship of the
Ring" and 2002's "Two Towers."
It is a fantasy. That is what we love
about it. We sit down and for threeplus hours we are whisked away to
Middle Earth, to a time of kings
and queens, where disputes were
settled by the sword and not by
the guided missle.
Yes, there are amazing
battle scenes in this film. I
found myself getting chills at
many times throughout them.
But this film proves that there
is so much more to the story of
Frodo Baggins and Samwise
Gamgee, of Aragorn, Legolas
and Gimli... And who can forget Gandalf.
There are a number of different benchmarks by which to measure
a film's greatness. The best, in my eyes,
is the number of spine-tinglingly, goosebumpinducing, verge-of-tears moments it has. Return of the King has them in spades.
When I saw the film, the audience was
made up of jaded film critics and theater owners, with a mere 50 people in attendance. But
spontaneous applause and cheering broke out
at least four times and I myself got misty in
more than one instance. Director Peter Jackson definitely knew where Tolkien wanted
emotions to come into play.
Not that Jackson added things that rivaled
the genius of Tolkien, but he went through
the book with a highlighter and streamlined
the epic to clarify emotions created in the
book. "Return" has a brilliant way of
contrasting innocence and beauty with
overt power and truly
ugly acts. The theme
is set up with a
beautiful documentation of
Smeagol's

brutal journey from a former hobbit to becoming the vile creature Gollum.
But unlike other movies that house awful
brutality, Return contextualizes it in a way that
makes it in no way gratuitous. It is hard not
to compare Return with "The Matrix Revolutions" or even "Kill Bill". All three films are
loaded with battles, heroes and darkness, but
Return gives the heroes something real to fight
for: friendship, family and loyalty against the
power hungry elite who corner the market on
overt and covert control.
One of the best aspects of the film is the
time and importance spent on some of the

X

lesser characters in the previous films. Especially Pippin and Merry. They come into their
own in this film. Pippin actually gets to play
the part of Frodo in a weird and twisted way.
And Merry "steps in" on one of Aragorn's
women, Eowyn.
And in true LOTR fashion, the battle
scenes are crazy. You will not recognize them
from the previous films, however. They are
not as built up; you are almost thrown into
the middle of them without even realizing it.
There are new bad guys and new good guys.
It is a feast for the eyes.
But the ultimate focus in this film is
friendship. The title of the film is misleading,
since very little is focused on Aragorn's rise
to be the new king. The film plays more on
the fellowship of the nine main characters and
how even the fires of Mount Doom
and the "unkillable" Witch King
will-keep them from playing out
their story.
To have the motif of
friendship threading through
a movie that basically determines the fate of the world as
the characters know it is no easy
task. Sure, there are some of the
cheesy lines that make you smirk. But
while you watch the movie and see
\
that in times of peril, these characters put their friends

first, and by admiring these characters we
learn a lesson. Thus, it is true; we can all learn
a thing or two even from a kid's book.
So how do I bring this all together? The
film is amazing. Even if you haven't read the
books, even more so if you haven^read the
books. You will be amazed by the settings. It's
practically living fiction. You will want to visit
New Zealand after seeing Return. Some of the
scenery is absolutely breathtaking.
You will cheer for Sam and Frodo, but
you will grieve with them also. You will feel
like one of the nine. You will feel like you are
part of the story. To end my rant, I offer a quote
from the film that basically sums up the movie.
Enjoy the film, it comes out Dec. 17.
"I see in your eyes the same fear that
would take the heart of me. A day may come
when the courage of men fails. When we
forsake our friends; and break.old bonds of
fellowship. But it is not this day. This day,
we fight!"
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FACTS
Rating:

Movie:
Lord of the Rings:
Return of the
King
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Bridgeport's up and coming rapper talks to The Mirror
BY TARA LYNCH

For Bridgeport rapper Lyric, music has
been salvation.
Faced with his parents' drug problems
at the age of six and the death of his brother
just years later, the 24-year-old Bridgeport
rapper has taken his pain and turned it into
music that has changed his life and brought
him from the streets of Bridgeport to the stage
with Trick Daddy.
Lyric's newest album "The Source of
Lyric" is yet another achievement to add
to the list of locally successful albums that
the rapper has released in the past 10 years.
Written, mixed, and produced by Lyric, and
featuring rappers from his clique Something
Tragic, the album represents a growth in
Lyric's beats and raps.
"This album is a totally different representation of me, of what I'm about," explained
Lyric. "But that's good, you have to be versatile, to perform in lots,of different styles."
The album features a slew of strong songs,
including the West Coast influenced "CT to
Cali," "I Got This" and "Bridgeport Anthem,"
a favorite in the rapper's hometown.
With interesting, layered beats reminiscent of Kwame and Terminator X or Public
Enemy, and lyrics inspired by influences such
as Busta Rhymes, Mobb Depp, and Leaders of the New Tribe, Lyric's fifth album is
sure to be embraced by fans of the hip-hop
genre. But despite the comparisons, Lyric's
songs are ultimately influenced by the unique
Bridgeport sound.
"I try to bring something different - a
tight beat or special rhyme - to every single
song I do," said Lyric, who is currently in
negotiations with several major record labels.
That individuality is something he strives for,
especially in the today's over-hyped hip-hop
scene.
"Rap is getting a little too commercial,
but that's where the money is," the rapper

said. "I have some commercial tracks on my
album, too. But, you have to be versatile.
You have to take what the people want and
add your own flavor to it."
After running away from home with his
brother at the age of six to escape his parents' drug problems, Lyric turned to music
as a source of relief. "I started listening to
music as a way of shutting out the pain and
anger I was feeling towards my parents,"
said Lyric.
By the age of nine, with help from his
brother, Lyric was already learning how to
spin and cut, and soon began DJing at parties in Bridgeport where he became known
as 'Hollowtip: the swift-handed DJ'.
From there his career took off, and DJing
turned into writing rhymes and making a
name for himself in Bridgeport. But he soon
hit a bump in the road. In August of 1992, his
only brother and mentor Kevmark was killed.
But Lyric took that pain and turned it around,
releasing his first underground album, "Damage" in February of 1993 when he was only
14 years old.
Since then Lyric has continued climbing
toward the top, releasing four more albums
and creating beats for other artists. He
reached a career peak in November of 2002,
when he opened on tour with Trick Daddy
and Trina.
In the coming months the rapper plans to
promote "The Source" by playing shows at
Toad's Place in New Haven and throughout
the tri-state area.
"Right now, I'm where I want to be. I
just want to keep going forward with my music," said Lyric, also known as the producer
K. McLean.
And where does Lyric hope to go in the
future? "In the next five years, I'm going to
be at the Source Awards," Lyric laughs. "Five
Golden Mies for every album I drop."
"Music is my life. It's the backbone of
everything."

Contributed Photo

Lyric: You may be hearing a lot more of Bridgeport's premier rapper soon.

Congratulations to Jimmy Allwein
of the Class of 2004
who has accepted an offer from
Putnam Lovell in their Investment Banking Analyst
Program.
The Career Planning Center wishes to thank
Dana Kurtilla '02 for supporting Fairfield's
campus recruiting programs.
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Make a break for it

MARSHALL'S LAW
ALISON MARSHALL

BY KATIE MARTIN

The weather outside
is frightful
The first Nor'easter of the winter season has come and gone, bringing joy and
wet shoes to the student body. I am not a
huge fan of the cold, but can still appreciate the alabaster aesthetic snow brings.
Unfortunately, our winter wonderland was
short-lived, and we must now suffer through
endless piles of brown and black slush as a
result of the university's complete incompetence in snow removal techniques.
The state of Connecticut is near-notorious with regard to its snow removal
inefficiency, but the plows were able to
do a respectable job clearing 1-95 and the
Merritt Parkway. . If two major highways
can be cleared, why is plowing a school's
road system such a hassle?
I know, I know—maintenance ran out
of salt. A salt shortage still doesn't explain
why there was nary a school employee seen
with a shovel on Sunday, and the trucks with
plows attached that were spotted were driving with the plows up. Perhaps the school
did not want to pay its employees overtime;
courting the possibility of a lawsuit after
someone falls on the ice and breaks a femur
is far more economical.
My roommate's professor chided her
class, claiming that the walkways were not
nearly as bad as the students were making
them sound. This is true of-the walkways
surrounding the academic buildings, but
the village complex may as well be in Tibet for all the attention that has been paid
to its stairs and paths. As of Monday, the
outdoor staircase next to the apartments was
a finely packed slope of ice. Ditto for the
walkway leading to the parking lot across
from the Quick Center.
It took me a full five minutes to make it
from the back door of the apartment building
to the edge of the parking lot Monday night,
as I was doing my best Michelle Kwan
imitation and trying not to fall flat on my
derriere. A triple axel and double lutz later,
I was safe...until I had to venture out this
morning and repeat the process again.
The parking lots are still a mess. During the day, everything melts into a giant,
unavoidable slush puddle.
As soon as the sun sets, mini ice-skating rinks pop up, mocking the student
body. I am still left with just one question: why?
Maybe I am too demanding, but I really don't think it is too much to ask that the
walkways leading to and from the building
in which I live be cleared of snow and ice .
It's bad enough my windows are still bolted
shut; now, I can't even leave the building
without risking a fall or ruining my aforementioned great boots.
There is no excuse for unsafe walkways. We are the most precious commodity the university has, and to act with such
indifference to our well-being and comfort is
disrespectful. Where's the Plow King when
you need him?

As the weather gets colder and the year
comes to an end, Fairfield University is preparing for silver bells, snowfall, and final
exams. However, many students are already
dreaming of sun, sand, and partying.
As of Monday, Dec. 10, spring break
is only 14 weeks away.
Students have already begun to put
deposits down for various destinations,
including Mexico, Florida, and Jamaica
for the week of March 13-20.
A random survey of 100 Fairfield students, a sample including students of every
class, revealed that about three quarters of
the students will be going away on spring
break. More than half of these students are
from the class of 2004, and a large majority
are planning on vacationing in Acapulco.
"I went to Cancun as a sophomore, and
I decided then that I would return to Mexico
on spring break my senior year," said Maura
McLoughlin '04. "I want to make the most
of my time left as a college student."
In the last 20 years, spring break has
become a national weeklong holiday for
college students. Spring break is depicted
on television as a carefree, out of control
party, and the expectations of the students
reflect that image.
"When I think of spring break I think
about getting obliterated with my friends,
meeting girls, and catching some rays on
the beach in search of an unforgettable
time," said Joe Angelini '04 who is headed
to Acapulco.
USA Today recently reported that tour
organizers have redefined spring break as
"playgrounds for underage American students to drink, and even take drugs, without
running afoul of the law."
Some party packages offer "50 hours
of free drinking" and free admission to
clubs and bars. The survey found Fairfield
students plan to spend $800 to $2,100 dol-

Contributed photo

Island paradise: Cancun is a spring break hot spot.
lars sunbathing, drinking, and partying.
"Since it (spring break) is spread via
mass media, students and others sometimes
perceive it to be reality. Perception becomes
reality sometimes, even when it is not accurate," said Dean of Students Mark Reed.
The U.S. Department of State Bureau
of Consular Affairs encourages students to
be aware of the country in which they are
staying and to review some general safety
guidelines before heading to the beach and
the bar. The Department of State releases
information to over 1,200 colleges and
universities each February.
Many students do not realize that
disorderly conduct tolerated in America
could result in an arrest abroad, said the
U.S. Bureau of Consular Affairs. Young
Americans also have suffered injury, death,
rape and robbery because they have found
themselves in unfamiliar locations or are
unable to make good judgment calls due to
substance abuse.
"I am not worried about any of these
negative aspects of spring break. Even if
they happened to me I probably wouldn't
remember them," said Mike Blood '04.

But parents and authorities may worry
about spring break when students have
these careless attitudes.
"Good kids end up getting caught in the
hype of a crazy week and that is where the
trouble begins," said James Fitzpatrick, asj
sistant vice president of student services.
"The vast majority of the time,
students who have been exposed to and
educated in the Jesuit tradition of caring
for others can handle all the gimmicks that
these marketing geniuses can toss at them
during spring break," he said.
"Some of the images of spring break
on television may appear fun now, but try to
picture yourself in the future looking back,"
said Reed. "Is this how you would want
your spouse, your kids, or your co-workers
to see you? More importantly, is this how £
you would want to see yourself?"
Fairfield students surveyed said that
they had few problems in the past. The
worst scenarios included a late flight and
bad party packages.
"I sat in a Mexican airport for 19 hours,
with a bad cold, and no voice, but it was all
worth it in the end," said McLoughlin.

20 gifts to make my Christmas bright
BY CARLEIGH BROWER

Dear Santa,
I've been a very good little
college student this semester.
I've gone to all my classes,
I've done all my assignments
on time (at least that's I wrote
on those yellow evaluation
slips) and you know when I've
been sleeping (not at all).
Pulling three all-nighters
in a row and missing out on 50
cent drafts has to be enough to
put me on the nice list, right?
So, please, Santa, help me out
here. For Christmas I would
like:
1. A pair of cross country
skis so that I can get to class
since no one bothered to shovel
the paths.
2. A plow so that I have a

shot at getting up the School of
Business hill without spinning
out and crashing into a tree.
3. Home Depot not to be
sold out of shovels next time
there's a snowstorm so that I
don't have to wade through a
foot of snow to get out of my
house.
4. 50 hour days so that I
can realistically finish all of my
work before Christmas.
5. A personal secretary
to write all of my papers.
6. More than two measly
reading days.
7. Saturday finals to be
abolished, forever.
8. To make my professors take all my finals for me,
in addition to making me breakfast.
9. An all expenses paid

Spring Break trip to Cancun
for me and 10 of my closest
friends.
10. Heat to be free (and
electric, and garbage collection, and cable...)
11. Rent money... for the
rest of the year.
12. A snowstorm that
actually cancels classes.
13. All of my loans to be
paid off before graduation.
14. A mold-free apartment with windows that actually open.
15. A job for after
graduation, preferably starting
somewhere in the 60 K- 100K
range
16. Christmas cookies
that taste amazing and have no
fat or calories whatsoever.
17. Stagweb to actually

work (and come up with a better name than "stagweb" while
you're at it so I don't scare off
potential future employers).
18. The bookstore to buy
back all my books at twice their
original value.
19. Clam Jam to come
back this spring.
20. A senior event that
the whole class can actually
attend.
Thanks, Santa. I'll be
checking my mailbox for your
answer, or you can feel free
to send a package since my
parents stopped sending those
freshman year.
Sincerely,
Stressed out college student
PS. And I would also like
a pony.
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HE said / SHE said
Eric Walker

Danielle Koziura

Drinking your Christmas spirits
Happy Holidays everybody. Tis the more time spent in the library, at Jazzman's, Busy lines at department stores,
season for giving, so let us all gath- and pestering your friend with ADD for a *
eight-foot tall inflatable Santas,
er around Lantern Point and give little help from his medicine cabinet.
,
twinkling lights covering houses.
each other cold sores and the flu as we share
The ideal solution to relieving some of * Yup, it's Christmas and you know what that
beruit cups, bowls, cigarettes and eggnog the misery is to pack 100 people into a house ffi means, an influx of invitations to annual
at those wonderful semester-culminating the night before a reading day and provide , holiday semi-formals.
events known as Christmas parties.
them with hard alcohol. Since these hundred •
After developing my pictures from
Think about it, is it possible to cel- people are so worked up about exams, none * this past weekend's extravaganza at the
ebrate Jesus' birthday in any more appro- of them will have any concept of social drink- , Traffic Barren/Immaculate Consumption
priate way than chugging half a handle of ing, and your house will be destroyed.
(whatever the name is this week), I have
spiced rum, puking in a snow bank, and
The second reason to have a Christmas * realized that holiday parties are a legitimate
waking up next to a complete stranger? I party is that everyone looks good dressed excuse for a drunken mess. Now, not that
think not. In fact I can come up with two *flp. My "astBte-housemate once observed • any day of the week isn't an excuse to abirrefutable reasons as to why Christmas par- that chicks are so much hotter when they are * sorb yourself in mass quantities of alcohol,
ties are a necessity for college students.
adorned in formal attire. Mildly-attractive * but holiday get-togethers seem to bring out
The best reason to have a party is that girls look good, good-looking girls look , more jovial drunks than any other time of
exam time is stressful. It is a little known hot, and hot girls look too gorgeous to even * the year.
fact that teachers meet before the semester bother talking to. Guys have an advantage
The end of the semester is always
to plan their syllabi with the sole purpose of as well. I'm sure all of us look good to a * hectic and the only escape route from the
making our lives hell. Little of your semester drunk girl when were dressed in something * impending fear of finals is alcohol. The holwork is due sporadically before Thanksgiv- besides jeans that haven't seen a washing s iday season insists that friends get together
ing just as a tease, with the other 80 percent machine since we took the tags off them. , and be merry by being complete gluttons
all being due on the same day.
So go ahead, be as merry as you can be. • while neglecting every ounce of work that
More annoying than exams are final Make your invite lists, stock up on booze, * our "esteemed" professors have piled on us
projects. If you don't want to study for and trash your house. It's the Fairfield way. t the last two days of the semester.
a traditional exam you can take the test By the way, cleaning up the cups and ciga- *
I personally love holiday parties and
"guns-blazing" and be done with it. You've rette butts won't take long, but making fun * Fairfield is notorious for massive amounts
merely wasted two hours out of your day of your housemate for who you caught them „ of holiday cheer. Getting dressed up is a nice
whereas 50-page final papers require a lot under the mistletoe with will last forever. • relief from the jeans and sweatpants that fill

Need a gift fast?

www. cmndc. com
We gift wrap and ship!
Collectables
Just one dick awm from a cool gift
for mom, dad, sisler, hmiher,
girlfriend, boyfiimd, best friend,
or wursdf!

Just in time for the holidays...
Cool Gifts & Collectables

www.CGandC.com
Check out our website of vintage one of a kind items!
All Prices include free gift-wrap and card.
Accelerated shipping & Gift Certificates available too.
Special Offer
15% off all Items
for Fairfield students
Instructions: Just select your gift, type in "GO STAGS,"
and get your discounted price refund!
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to walking to the Skybox in the blizzard...to
Jimmy for plowing our driveway...to
BUBBLES!...to galactica...to running
to mo's in the blizzard...to late night
football...to the s*** show...to lange when
he's not sober...to jaime Gonzaga...to the
Dolan school of "bit"ness...to not having
to go to Yale...to rehydrating with snow...to
Sunday brunches with the girls... to TH
36 + 37...To the drama King and Queen
of FU - get a life... Molly and the dollars
to make the bills.. .to Amazon Christy and
her crazy moves...to Erin's BACK (and
in full effect), losing a fight with the deck
twice.. .to getting an "erection" at the back
bar... to MIND ERASERS... to Klunk and
Jimm.. .to the angels for getting drunk and
having fun on Halloween - who cares what
your wearing - its HALLOWEEN!...to
the Bond File and such a famous and sexy
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Snow job?
Did you go to your classes Monday? If you didn't, we couldn't
blame you. Walkways and roads around campus were still covered
with inches of snow and ice days after the weekend blizzard that
dumped about a foot of snow on Fairfield.
Of course, not many could have predicted getting buried under
12 inches of snow just days into December, but winter weather in
New England is not so far-fetched. Most students here accepted the
fact they would be snowed in on Friday and Saturday. However,
being expected to trudge over walkways buried in ice and snow on
Monday is another story.
Students in the townhouses walked down to main campus on
the poorly plowed road behind the athletic center. Cars that were
shoveled out skidded down the hill narrowly missing students on
their way to class. If we cannot make it to class safely, then we
should not have class. It's that simple.
For many of us Monday was the last day of several of our
classes. It is understandable that the administration would not
want us to miss crucial information about final exams and professor
evaluations. Their academic commitment in this respect is most
remarkable. But shouldn't academics take a back seat to several
students taking ugly spills on those long treks to Canisius, Donnarumma, Bannow and the school of business? We think so.
The conditions of the paths around campus over the weekend
were the stuff of a personal injury attorney's dreams. The liability
that the school faces if anyone falls and hurts themselves on their
way to class should be kept in mind by the university.
Furthermore, throughout the storm roads and highways around
the town of Fairfield were markedly in better shape than the roads
on campus. Any drive around the area over the weekend would lend
credence to the assumption that Fairfield University was woefully
unprepared for this storm.
Obviously, it is hard to expect perfect conditions in the wake of
a blizzard. We're sure that once the snow started falling everyone
working at snow removal on campus did their best to dig Fairfield
University out of the white blanket covering the campus.
Still, something clearly went wrong. Should there be more
equipment and staff devoted to snow removal for times like this?
Perhaps. Should students being able to walk to class without fear
of falling on a sheet of ice be kept in mind more by the administration when decisions are made surrounding class cancellations? Yes.
Should Fairfield University make a better effort to prepare itself for
future blizzards this academic year? Absolutely.
Ultimately the students safety lies in the hands of the administration. While snow storms of this magnitude are few and far
between in Connectict, it only takes one accident for Fairfield's
winter wonderland to turn tragic.
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There are no guarantees of publication and all submissions must be signed.
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length and grammatical error. Letters should be free of obscenities
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Please keep letters to under 350 words.
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LETTERS TO THE EDITOR
Thanks for cleaning up after us
To the Editor:
It is now 4:30 in the morning. At around 2:30
a.m. myself and one of my roommates, Brian Hess,
arrived at our room in Claver Hall after hearing the
news of the fire. It was a soggy return. Upon opening
our door, my roommate and I were all but enthralled
to find our room floor under water.
However, I am not writing this letter to complain
about the disservice of the university but instead to
commend the cleaning crew and janitors who tend to
the needs of the student body here at Fairfield.
In our youthful mindset, we all too often forget
that we do not live in a Utopian society where our
vomit cleans up itself, and the late night Domino's
pizza boxes magically disappear. Much to our surprise, there are in fact a number of individuals responsible for making these miracles happen.
As I was mopping up the slop in my room, I
observed a number of people from the cleaning crew

arrive with mops, wet vacuums and more surprisingly, smiles. If I were called into work at four in
the morning to clean up a mess caused by a drunken
pyromaniac of a college student, I would be leaving
my smile at home, and replacing it with an evil plot
of revenge against that crafty guy.
I think that far too often we overlook the generosity that these individuals show towards us. We seemingly forget that their job description does not include
offsetting our complete and utter sloppiness. So the
next time you find yourself staring at the bottom of
the toilet, cursing yourself for drinking that last bit of
Majorska or PBR, all while getting a nasty reminder
of your most recent Barone experience, realize who
will be cleaning up your dinner in the morning, and
be thankful.
Sincerely,
Nicholas Colello
Class of 2005

We pay enough to have the paths cleared
To the Editor:
I'm writing this letter to address something that I think everyone at Fairfield feels the same way
about...the snow removal situation.
Now, I completely understand that
it's unusual to get this much snow
in Connecticut, but come on, we
couldn 't even get out of our building on Sunday because the steps
were pure ice.

I understand Fairfield is
"doing everything they can," but
maybe they could bring in some
extra workers to try to help in the
snow removal. After taking 45
minutes to dig my car out I just
decided to drive to all my classes
because the roads are a tiny bit
better then the sidewalks.
I spoke to one person from
campus operations, Kathy, who
was extremely helpful and nice,

but come on Fairfield - Get with
the program - it snows in Connecticut too...I'd rather be walking
through four inches of snow then
sliding down the hill to Bannow.
That $36,000 a year should be
enough to clear the paths.
Sincerely,
Jennifer Santorello
Class of 2006

Comp uters: the new workforce
Francesca O'Brien '06
Why not do it yourself? At
THE BOND FILE
summed up what her group
Stop-and-Shop you have that
MICHAEL A. BOND
of friends thought of the issue,
option thanks to the chipper
"If it comes down to the fact
self-checkout machines. No
that people are going to start
more standing in line behind
a full shopping cart, instead you can zip through. But losing jobs then I'm strongly against it."
FUSA President Kevin Neubauer had
while these machines may be convenient and cool
similar thoughts with respect to the issue,
they have hidden drawbacks that few realize.
A supermarket strike in Southern California has "While I usually do anything I can to leave the grocon70,000 people walking the picket line. And although, cery store as fast as possible, I'm
this strike has relatively little to do with self-checkout cerned that the automatic checkout machines are takmachines, Greg Deneier, a spokesman for the United ing good jobs away from good people."
Self-checkouts are just another step in the long
Food and Commercial Workers union was quoted in
the Los Angeles Times as saying, "It's a threat [self- march toward automation of the service industry. We
checkout machines].0 In the long run there [will] be bank not through tellers, but through ATMs. And rail
fewer and fewer jobs, particularly at the cashier level, or plane tickets are often spit out of a machine instead
which is one of the best-paying jobs in the store."
of handed to us from a person.
So when you zip through at a kiosk you may
The fact is that we, as a nation, cannot afford
potentially be taking a person's job in the long run. this incredible loss of low-to-mid level jobs. Cashiers
Self-checkouts are very efficient and besides initial and ticket agents all contribute to both our economic
cost, of about $80,000, they are also cheap. Machines well-being and our social fabric. Maybe the economy
need no health benefits or salary, and according to an has recovered, at least according to the Republicans,
industry expert they pay for themselves in a year to but the jobs have yet to materialize.
Companies are growing their bottom lines by cuta year and a half.
ting
the
workforce. The time is now to choose whether
Your average checkout cashier makes in the range
of $20,000 to $40,000 a year plus benefits. By slowly we want the cold, inhuman world of full automation
whittling down the amount of humans checking out or a job landscape rich in diversity and accessible to
customers at stores, a company can save a tremendous all. This is one instance where we really can make a
amount of money formerly devoted to labor.
difference. Choose a person not a machine.
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Kudjo Sogadzi goes one on one with The Mirror
to the U.S. As a kid I always
wanted to see New York. At
the age of 15,1 came to this
Kudjo Sogadzi was the
only Fairfield player to start
basketball camp in Pennsylvania (Eastern Invitational)
all 31 games of the 2002and played pretty well. A
2003 basketball season.
He left his home in
coach from a New Jersey
France in 1998 to come
high school asked me to
play basketball in the
play on his team.
United States. Sogadzi
Q: What are your
predictions for this year's
played just two years of
high school basketball, one
basketball team?
year in New Jersey and one
A: I think that this year
year in New York.
we have the chance to do
He earned League
better than last year. We are
bOGADZI
Player of the Year at Hyack
a very deep and talented team,
High School in his senior year. That same and the biggest thing that we have to do is
year, he was named one of the top 50 play defense.
If we play defense night-in and nightbasketball players in New York State by
foxsports.com.
out, we can become a great team. .
Sogadzi scored double figures in 10
Q: How do you think the team fares
games of his freshman year at Fairfield. in the MAAC this year?
He scored over 20 points in two games that
season as well.
Last year, Sogadzi scored a season-high
18 points three times during regular season.
This year Sogadzi hopes to help his team
win a MAAC Championship.
BY ANNIE MULLOWNEY

Q: What made you decide to leave
France and play basketball in the United
States?
A: My dream has always been to come

National Security Education Program
David L. Boren Undergraduate Scholarships
SCHOLARSHIPS FOR STUDY ABROAD

NSEP Boren Scholarships provide funding for U.S. students to
study abroad in Asia, Africa, Centra! and Eastern Europe, the MS,
Latin America and the Cdi'ibbean^^T the Middle East. Award
amountsrange from a-maximum of $ 10,000 a semester to $20,000
for an academic year.;
**% milm
|ApplicfinK must be aLL$. citizen and enrolled as an undergraduate
at aTj-S. um#rsity, college or community college. Scholarships
provide funding for summer, semester, and academic year abroad
program^ Scholarship recipients agree to seek employment with
the fedewgovemment. For applications, contact your NSEP Campus Representative or the NSEP-officc at tel: 1-800-61S-NSEP, email: nsep@he.org

3L

Online application: wwwjte.6rg/n$ep
^National Deadline: Februaryll2004/
Seejour NSEP Campus Representative
)tor your on-eampus deadline.
I

JsfSE^David L. Bores) Unitergr^uate Scholarships
.:-'•"' Institute of International Educatkfa
/ 1400 K St., NW, Washii%ton>i>.C. 20005
call l-S<X^!S-N$EPoFpft2) 326-7697
e-mail: n$ep@.iie.org

it our website: www.iie.org/nsep

A: I think this year there are four or five
teams that are capable to win the MAAC;
Iona, Siena, Manhattan, Niagara, and us
of course. Hopefully this year we will go
back to the championship game but this
time win it.
Q: How did your family feel about
you leaving France to come here?
A: My family was very excited for
me coming. They thought it was a great
opportunity for me because not too many
people from France get to go to the United
States and play basketball. They are very
proud of me.
QrWhat are your goals for this year
and your future?
A: My goal for this year is to bring as
much energy off the bench by playing good
defense and being aggressive offensively.
After college I would like to go back
to Europe and play overseas for a couple
of years.

There's even more online!
More Best & Worst of Fairfield 2003
A look into Christie's auctions
A march against abortion
A look at fair prices for coffee
Read it online at www.fairfieldmirror.com

ATHENA

DINER - RESTAURANT
Student Special
10% off with
your Stag Card

Fresh Seafood o Steaks
Chops o Cocktails
Wines .o Beer
Thanks for voting
us best diner!

BEST DINER
2000, 2001, 2002 -The Mirror

3350 Post Road
Southport, CT 06890
(203) 259-0603

«§

j

t

Open 24 Hours, 7 Days
All major credit cards accepted

R - U Ready for Next Semester? We ARE!!!
Intramural Sports Spring '04
INTRAMURAL SCHEDULE
Sport
Racquetbail
FYE.COM / MAAC Campus Tour
Stag Splash
Sports Trivia @ The Levee
Arena Flag Football
Indoor Soccer
Softball
Women's Lacrosse
Indoor Women's Floor Hockey
3x3 Beach Volleyball
2x2 Street Hoops

SPRING '04
Format
Ladder
Event
Event
Event
Round Robin
Round Robin
Round Robin
Round Robin
Round Robin
Event
Event

Divisions/Levels
M/W
M/W/C/F&S
Dorm/Community
Open
M/C
M/W/C-A/B
M/W/C-A/B
W
W
M/W/C
M/W/C

Registration
Begins
Jan. 20
Jan. 20
Feb. 1
Feb. 17
Feb. 23
Mar. 1
Mar. 1
Mar. 22
Mar. 22
Apr. 13
Apr. 13

Play
Begins
Jan. 27
Jan. 30
Feb. 20
Feb. 27
Mar. 10
Mar. 24
Mar. 24
Apr. 6
Apr. 6
Apr. 17
Apr. 17

Registration
Deadline
Jan. 26
Jan. 30
Feb. 13
Feb. 27
Mar. 5
Mar. 22
Mar. 22
Apr. 2
Apr. 2
Apr. 16
Apr. 16

Cost
None
None
None
None
$20
$25
$25
None
None
$10
$10

Saturday, January 24th, 2004 - Men's Ice Hockey vs. Wagner
The MCHC Regular Season Championship is on the line in this #1 vs. #2 Battle!
Free Admission @ Bridgeport's Wonderland of Ice!
Come out and support your Stag Sport Clubs!

f

"If you build it, they will come".....Come Ice Skating with US!
Bring your Skates Back to Campus And Enjoy Reed's Rinks
Fairfleld University's Outdoor Ice Skating Rinks - New 4U in "04

?s.

H*

Student / Cant. Ed Student/

Course Name
AST Boot Camp
Step And Sculpt
Nia
Power Pack
Body By Victoria
Cardio Blast Express
30/30/30
Fitness Challenge
Cardio Kick I
Cardio Kick II
Beginning Pilatas I
Intermediate Pilates I

Brief Class Descriptions

Day

Primary focus on those problem areas- Abs, Butt, A Thighs!

MAW

Utilization of the step tones both upper and lower body!

TATh

Blend of martial arts, dance arts, and healing arts!

W

Step, weights, abdominal work A more to define your body!

MAW

Secrets of toning, tightening A tucking your body!

T

Variety of cardio drills, strength training A abs!

S

Hour A half combo of step, kick A toning!

M

Everything- jump rope, step, resistance A strength training!

MAW

Knock yourself out with the most popular cardio workout!

T

You can knock yourself out on Thursdays, too!

Th

Floor exercises that give you strength, flexibility A alignment!

MATh

More advanced innovative exercises!

TAF

Time
9:30-10:30a
6;00-7:00p

Nan - Student Prices

5:30-6:30p
3:00-4:00p

$30/45/60
$35/50/70

8:00-9:00p
9:30-10:30a
6:30-8:00p
10:304l:30a
7:00-8:00p

$20/30/40

$35/50/70
$35/55/75
$35/50/70
$35/50/70
$35/50/70

W

Flex to a chiseled physique with resistance tubes A more!

TATn

Hatha yoga II

Postures, breathing exercises A relaxation!

W

Floor exercises that give you strength, flexibility A alignment!

TATh

More advanced innovative exercises!

MAW

4:30-5:30p
4:30-5:30p

Postures, breathing exercises A relaxation after a long day!

W

7:30-8:45p,

Saturday moring postures, breathing exercises A relaxation!

'j s '
' T

10:30-ll:45d
9:3O-10:45a
6:00-6:15p

Just Abe II
Just Buns

Tuesday morning pastures, breathing exercises A relaxation!
15 INTENSE minutes to guarantee you a rock hard tummy!
Work that tummy on Thursdays, too!

M
Th

15 INTENSE minutes to guarantee you a rock bottom!

M

$20/30/40
$20/30/40
$35/50/70

12:00-l:00p
12:00-1:15p
1:15-2:15p
l:15-2:15p

Postures, breathing exercises A relaxation!

Hatha yoga III
Hatha yoga IV
Hatha Yoga V
Just ADS I

$20/30/40
$30/45/60
$35/50/70

7:00-8:00p
12:00-l:00p

Hatha Yoga I
Flex
Beginning Pilates II
Intermediate Pilates H

$35/50/70
$35/50/70

8:00-8:15p
6:15-6:30p

$35/55/75

;D

$35/55/75
$35/55/75
$35/55/75
$5/10/10
$5/10/10
$5/10/10

Student Registration Begins Friday, January 23rd at 3pm in the Rec-Plex
Class Size is Limited - Register Early!

Good Luck on Finals & Happy Holidays from the Dept. of Recreation
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Editor: Kristine Lynch
E-mail: themirror@stagweb.fairfield.edu

Karate still kickin' around campus
One of the oldest clubs at Fairfield looks to expand
BY CHANDANA RAVI

you are a beginner and do not have a lot
of time to give to the club, that's OK too,"
Mis added.
Lindsay Maloney, '04, the current
president as well as four-year member of
karate club, said there are many aspects of
fighting that the group learns.
"We also do self-defense, forms, and
sparring, which is the actual fighting and is
what we do on Thursdays," said Maloney.
Each practice begins with stretching and calisthenics (jumping jacks, abs.,
etc.). The group moves into form kicks and
moves followed by sparring. The first person to reach three points wins. A point is
earned by an uncontested shot to the body
or head.
The karate club is not as intimidating as
it sounds. Not all members of the club have
earned black belt, and all levels are encouraged to join. It is possible, but extremely
difficult to reach black belt by graduation
if a person's first experience with karate is
with the Fairfield club.
"I really want to stress that everybody
is welcome," said Maloney. "If you're not
sure if you'd be interested, if you've always
wanted to, or if you are just a beginner who
wants to try something new, you are more
than welcome.
"Even if you just want to come and
watch us, we would love to have you," said

The karate club is one of the oldest
clubs at Fairfield University. It is open to
all students, with a cost of $30 just for the
uniform if you are a beginner.
The club meets twice a week, Tuesday
and Thursday nights from 8:00-9:30 p.m. in
the recreational complex.
Tuesday nights are used as instructional
lessons taught by students in the club who
have already achieved the coveted black
belt.
Instructors from Norwalk come to the
school on Thursday nights and supervise the
students while they practice the moves on
each other.
"It's really a great opportunity. We are
basically given all the equipment and padding and they watch as we practice different
moves. We can go all out and know we are
not going to hurt the other person, so the
practice helps us get better," said three-year
club member Emily Mis '05.
Additionally, Fairfield University students are allowed to go into Norwalk and use
its facilities free of charge on Wednesdays.
The club has the same types of practices in
Norwalk but the gym is much larger than
Fairfield's and people from the community
get involved too.
"[The option for extra practices] really
lets us go at our own pace. If you want to
move at a quicker pace, or you are more
advanced, you can go and practice, but if

Perfect form: Members of the club
practice form earlier this year.

A little red-shirted magic
BY BEN DOODY

If you enjoy heart stopping, late game drama, you will
really, really enjoy watching this year's women's basketball
team.
The Stags, who opened the season with a respectable
68-55 loss to reigning Big East Tournament champion Villanova, hosted the Coca Cola Classic over Thanksgiving
break.
After a seaon ending knee injury last
year, Schrene Isidora
'04 came back this year
and led the team to its
first win against UMass
in the Classic's semifinal.
A free-throw with
just under two minutes
to play by Janelle McManus '05 put the Stags
up for good, at 41-40,
and a layup by Candice
Lindsay '07 proved to
be the game winner a
little more than a minISIDORA
ute later.

Schrene Isidora returns to the women's
basketball lineup strong

Trailing 43-42, the Minutewomen had a chance to
take the last shot, and the game, but Isidora '04 picked off
a UMass pass, handing the Stags the season's first victory,
and the 470th of head coach Dianne Nolan's career.
McManus, who joined the team last season after transferring from Boston College, is no stranger to late game
comebacks. Her three-pointer with nine seconds on the clock
sent January's Stags-Loyola contest in to overtime.
Before the game Nolan was honored for her longevity.
This is her twenty-fifth season at Fairfield, and her thirty as
an NCAA head coach.
Fans at the Arena at Harbor Yard were given another
thrill in the title game, as Isidora's layup with just three
seconds left on the clock sent the game into overtime against
Delaware.
The Blue Hens proved to be too much in the extra session, as Tiffany Young's six points helped hand the Stags
(2-5, 1-0 MAAC) their fourth loss of the young season,
61-51.
"Coach said she was going to have a heart attack," said
Cathy Dash '05. "We played awesome defense, (but) we
were a little anxious on our shots."
Isidora and Dash, the team's leaders in scoring and
rebounding, respectively, were named to the All Tournament Team.
UMass defeated Brown 55-52 in the consolation game,
and Delaware's Tiara Malcome was named the tournament's

Most Valuable Player.
The Metro Classic, hosted by St. John's also featured
a Fairfield nail-biter, but the Stags came up just a bit short,
losing 77-76. A win would have given the Stags' men and
women a sweep, as the men beat the Red Storm 64-59 on
Nov. 24.
The MAAC season tipped off a week ago today in
Bridgeport, as the Stags hosted the reigning MAAC champions from Manhattan, lead by senior standout Rosalee
Mason— the previous week's MAAC Player of the Week.
In something of a statement game, the Stags ran the
Lady Jaspers out of town, scoring 44 points in the second
half en route to an impressive 80-63 victory. Isidora, McManus and Lindsay were all in double figures.
Isidora's 23 points were a game high. Lindsay has
scored in double figures in four of her first five collegiate
games, and earned the respect of her coach.
"She's extremely athletic, and has such long arms. She
does it on both ends," said Nolan.
Isidora continued her solid play Monday night against
Seton Hall, posting a team high 14 points (Ivana Podrug
'06 also had 14), but the Pirates, the third Big East team the
Stags have faced, headed home with a 73-59 triumph.
Next up—some fun in the sun (and basketball) in
Hawaii, Dec. 22 and 23. The Stags join Tennessee Tech,
Northern Iowa, and the hosts from the University of Hawaii
for a two game, pre-holiday mini-tournament.
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DUNKIN' DONUTS
593 Post Road, Fairfield, CT • 255-3366
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Whether you're studying for midterms, cramming for finals, or
just hanging out, Dunkin Donuts is the place to get coffee at
any time. Open 24 hours a day, they offer hot drinks to warm
you up, or cold to, well, cool you down. And if you're craving
some morsels of baked goodness, there's always the multitude
of donuts and munchkins to choose from. Cheaper than most,
Dunkin Donuts supplies quite the selection of coffee drinks,
so there's something for everyone. Their drinks come in sizes
ranging from small to "The Great One", depending on how much extra energy you
need to keep you going. Pulling an all-nighter? If you have a kitchen, and, well, a
coffee pot, you can buy a bag and make it on your own. Just make sure you don't
fall asleep while the coffee is brewing!
—Kaity Sisto

STAFF

STARBUCKS

PICK

2171 Black Rock Tpke, Fairfield, CT • 362-0347

Mirror file photo

The hole enchilada: While this face might not be the best way to wake up, students like
waking up to Dunkin's coffee and bagels.

If you're looking for a high-quality, expensive coffee drink, turn to no other but
Starbucks. Here at The Mirror, we appreciate the finer things in life, and that
includes a good cup of coffee. Whether you're craving a Caramel Frappucchino,
a Gingerbread Latte, or a Tazo Iced Chai, Starbucks would like nothing better
than to help you out. So maybe you want to sit there and curl up with a good
book. Or maybe you'd like to sit with a bunch of friends and catch up on things.
Either option you choose, you're in luck. Starbucks has that "sit back and relax"
type of atmosphere so that anyone could spend hours there.
—Kaity Sisto

HOLE-Y' Cow; BAGELS
DUNKIN/ DONUTS
593 Post Road, Fairfield, CT • 255-3366

T W

BEST

"Time to make the...bagels?" Whoa... Dunkin Donuts isn't
just coffee and munchkins anymore. Now, bagels and
'bagelwiches' are added to the menu to give some variety to
your normally sugar-coated breakfast. These donut-shaped
treats have a sweeter taste than other bagels, as well as a
softer, chewier consistency. You can get your standard plain
and salt, but be adventurous. Try a salsa bagel. Add some
sausage, egg and cheese, or even a yummy chive cream
cheese to your toasted bagel. Oh, and add a coffee, tea, or hot chocolate for a
Kaity Sisto/The Mirror
complete breakfast at a low and reasonable price.
—Laura Pfeifer " Coffee cries: Students aren't fans of the long lines or high prices of Jazzman's.

CANISIUS SNACK BAR

T

JAZZMAN'S

H

JL

A 1 ii-j

Fairfield University • 254-4000 x3362
WORST
* Maybe it's the long lines in the morning before class. Or
WORST
Sure, there are worse things in the world than a bad bagel,
* perhaps it's the fact that not all the employees know how to
Fairfield University • 254-4000 x2340

but when you're hungry and in class, the only other alternative
is to listen to a rumbling stomach. Inevitably, the snack
bar in Canisius is your only alternative to incessant hunger.
Unfortunately, these hard, rock-like bagels taste stale, are
stale, and sit like a brick. You could break a tooth biting into
one of those things. Who knows how long they have been
sitting there? Where do they even get them from? Even some Philly cream
cheese can't redeem this breakfast. Your best bet is to grab a Nutrigrain bar
and then head to Dunkin Donuts after class.
—Laura Pfeifer

* make the drinks correctly. Either way, something is missing
I when you go to Jazzman's.The prices are something to
« complain about, especially if you're a college student, as we all
are. Jazzman's prices are in the same league as Starbucks, but
" the quality of the product is not. Maybe your coffee will be made
«just the way you like it one day, but the next day, it's a risk. You
may begin to think that employees aren't trained very well because your drink
| never tastes the same as the last time you got it. If you're looking for a good cup
, of coffee, then you might want to look somewhere else. Long lines, high prices,
and low quality is what you'll get when you turn to Jazzman's.
—Kaity Sisto
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ATING OUT WHILE DINING IN: DINER
THE

ATHENA DINER

BEST

3350 Post Road, Southport, CT • 259-0603

What can you say about the Athena Diner? Breakfast, lunch, or dinner, the
Athena is the best place around. Whether you have a hazy craving for a feta
cheese omelet and a Manhattan, or a grilled cheese sandwich and Heineken,
the Athena is the answer. To any student at Fairfield University, the Athena
Diner is an institution, and for good reason. Many a hectic weekend night
will be accompanied by a trip there to rest and recuperate. Marathon study
sessions are broken up by suggestions like "Dude, I need to take a break.
Let's go to the Athena." Although the normal diner fare at the Athena is superlative, they also
offer delicious dinner entrees. My personal favorite is Fettuccine Carbonara, a dish of pasta with
Alfredo sauce, ham and broccoli. The wait staff is courteous and affable, and everyone has a
good time when they go to the Athena.
-Ethan Fry

THE

PENNY'S
2200 Black Rock Tpke, Fairfield, CT • 576-9884

WORST

Quick true story about Penny's Diner: once, I found glass in my food there.
Evidently, somebody in the kitchen dropped a plate and one of the pieces
found its way into my scrambled eggs. Sure, they paid for my meal, but I
think it's needless to say that I never returned. Penny's is only populated
by townies, kids from Fairfield High, and freshmen who have yet to be
enlightened by the Athena. Their prices are way too high, their service isn't
very good, and their food is terrifying. What's worse, they don't have
jukeboxes in the booths like at the Athena. Call me old fashioned, but when I'm eating an omelet
at four in the morning, I like to listen to a little A Perfect Circle. In fact, the only good thing about
Penny's is the fact that it's extremely close to campus, but in the end, the Athena is more than
worth the trip.
-Keith Whamond

Mirror file photo

Delicious dish: Athena has been serving up great food for years.

TEX-MEXIN THE NORTHEAST: MEXICAN
THE

TACO BELL
Westfield Trumbull Mall • 372-7033

WORST

Taco Bell is a chain as well, but everything
La Salsa does right, Taco Bell does wrong.
La Salsa grills their food fresh, while Taco
Bell squirts their meat out of a tube. La
Salsa offers generous portions; Taco Bell
goes the easy way out. Sure, you can get
three tacos on the cheap, but you need six
to be full. The one at the mall likes to forget
things too - I can't remember the last time I
got the cinnamon twists I paid for. With over
a half dozen different Mexican options in the
area, you can do much better than liquimeat,
especially when the closest Taco Bell we're
aware of is located all the way out in Trumbull
at the Westfield Mall.
-Joshua O'Connell

^^

DID

UKNOW?^;
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La Salsa got "Best
<?£*
Mexican" honors in
2000 and 2001. However, they did not
win in 2002. The reason? We didn't
have that category last year.
Aelee Kwon/The Mirror

That's a spicy salsa: Mexican food doesn't get much better than what they're cooking up at La Salsa.

LA SALSA
580 Post Road, Fairfield, CT • 256-8800
Once again, La Salsa has been deemed the best Mexican food in Fairfield.
It's not hard to see why - their portions are generous, the menu offerings
varied, and the food delicious. It's hard to believe that they're actually a chain
of restaurants throughout the country, considering their food is so good, but
they are. Their location is great, but be prepared to wait; parking is limited
and there's usually a line. Ours is the only one in the northeast, so enjoy it
while you can.
- - ... , < > ■ >
—Joshua O'Connell

BEST

Can't get enough Best and Worst?
There's seven more categories online!
Head to www.fairfieldmirror.com
_ _The
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QUITE A NICE PIECE: PIZZA
THE

MIKE'S PIZZA

BEST

1560 Post Road, Fair-field, CT • 255-2292

When searching for the best pizza around Fairfield University, there is little
debate. Mike's Pizza on Post Road features a wide variety of meal options
from pizza to grinders to calzones, with tons of toppings and fillings. The
thin-crust pizza is cooked for you while you wait, and though the dining area
is roughly the size of a townhouse kitchen, it's certainly worth the wait and
close sitting quarters. When the steaming pizza is ready, the golden crust will
surely appeal to your taste buds, as will the sauce. The other dining options
are equally good and certainly merit a try. For those 21 and older, they offer pitchers of beer
that compliment the pizza well. If there is anything wrong with Mike's, it's the fact that they do
not deliver. For freshmen and those without vehicles, you're certainly missing out on a great
experience.
—Steven Andrews

THE

DOMINO'S
1580 Post Road, Fairfield, CT • 255-8823

WORST

It is trite to attack chain stores for having low-quality food which only really - —
gets eaten because of cheap prices and convenient locations. However, when
it comes to the worst pizza in Fairfield, Domino's wins the dubious award.
Perhaps "worst" is too harsh, but it is certainly the least desirable pizza,
especially when compared to Mike's. It tastes rather bland and the crust is
doughy. The other options like Buffalo Kickers are decent, but not enough to
save Domino's. The only true advantage they offer is convenience, as they
deliver late into the night, especially useful on the weekends. However, the convenience comes
at the cost of quality. The food will never be as hot as if you bought it in the pizzeria, and it
simply does not taste as good as Mike's. Domino's does offer many deals and coupons, though,
which can result in a lot of food for cheap, which for the thrifty college student can often trump
taste in importance.
—Steven Andrews

DID YOU KNOW?
Joshua O'Conneil/The Mirror

Delicious shrooms: Mike's Pizza has been serving the community
for over a generation, and their pizzas remain very popular. Above, the
owner prepares a mushroom pizza.

Mike's Pizza has been serving
Fairfield for 28 years. They
last won "Best Pizza" in 2001.

SWEET MEATS: DELI
FIREHOUSE DELI

THE

22 Reef Road, Fairfield, CT • 255-5527

BEST

This is the closest thing to a New York deli in
Connecticut, and in most cases, it exceeds
the high standards set by city sandwich
lovers. Voted the number one deli in
Connecticut and Zagat rated, Firehouse aims'
to please. Try one of their specials, like the
New Yorker, roast beef, melted mozzarella,
Russian dressing, lettuce and tomato, or make your own
unique combo. In addition to the standard deli sandwich fare,
an extensive salad bar and deli salads like tortellini and potato
are detectible. Try some of their baked goods as well — the
Blondie is delicious. Although a little pricey, Firehouse is
definitely worth every penny spent on a meal. Expect a slight
line on the weekends and especially on Parent's Weekend.
—Laura Pfeifer

,$;>
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DID YOU KNOW?

^T>

Each year, campus
^ >T
locations are named
in the worst category in at least five
different areas, mostly for food. This
year, they barely made it - campus
food spots got worst deli, parent grub,
burgers, bagel and coffee.

Kaity Sisto/The Mirror

Staggering mediocrity: We have one good thing to say about the Stag - it's well lit.

THE STAG

THE

Fairfield University • 254-4000 x3400

WORST

Too much meat. Stale bread. Dead lettuce. Sounds appetizing, right? While
the Stag does serve Boar's Head meat, it hasn't been refrigerated for so long
that it tastes like it has gone bad. While there is a relatively good selection of
cold cuts and toppings, the sandwiches usually leave much to be desired.
The workers wear the same glove for each sandwich, so your BLT could end
up tasting like an onion and pickle wrap. There are many complaints, but if
you want a sandwich, just walk the mile into town to Firehouse. —Laura Pfeifer
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HATE RELATIONSHIP: BAR
THE SEA GRAPE CAFE

THE

1144 Reef Road, Fairfield, CT • 254-2669

BEST

Where else can you go to see most, if not all, of your friends
any day of the week? With cheap drink specials during the
week, a drunken cheap time is promised for all. And if it's not
the drink specials that attract you, perhaps it is the cleavageenhanced shirts or the mini skirts in winter that will lure you
in. The Juke Box is always pumpin', and what's more fun
then singing along to your favorite 80s tune with your best
friends? And if you get sick of that, you could always do the
lap and find someone new to talk to or play darts. You could hang out in the
back of the bar and try to schmooze the blonde bartender who flaunts those
extra large breasts. It's pretty common to see couples-for-the-night leave arm
in arm. Regardless of your niche, the Sea Grape is a different scene from the
townhouses or the Point...not to mention that it is only a walk away for beach
residents. You don't have to worry about finding a sober ride home.
—Jessica Holmberg

STAFF

PICK

TONY D'S

Mirror file photo

Sour Grape: It's the only major haunt in town, so students either love it or hate it.

390 Jennings Road, Fairfield, CT • 382-0680

If you're a sports fan — a serious sports fan — there's no better place in Fairfield
than Tony D's. With over 10 televisions, three of them plasma, you can catch any
sporting event you want to watch at Tony D's. Add that to the cozy atmosphere,
two Megatouch machines and one Golden Tee machine, and there are plenty of
ways to dump money into a night of debauchery and mayhem. Tony D's boasts
an impressive jukebox for late night and weekend listening, with an eclectic mix of
old and new tunes. The thing that really sets Tony D's apart in my mind, however,
is Tony himself, and his awesome staff of bartenders. Even a Mets fan like myself
can have a good time at a Yankees-dominated bar like this, and at the end of the
day that is the best thing I can say about this wonderful place.
—Ethan Fry
.

DID 'YOU KNOW?
The Grape also got both
"Best Bar" and "Worst Bar"
in 2000.

THE SEA GRAPE CAFE
1144 Reef Road, Fairfield, CT • 254-2669

THE

WORST

You've done the lap maybe five times. You've probably seen
everyone you wanted to see...in fact you see the same people
there all the time. There's only so many "How are you?" and
"What are you doing after here?" that you can handle. You
look around and realize you have hooked up with at least 10
people in there. The Sea Grape Cafe is the worst place to go
for variety. How many times does the Juke Box play Bon Jovi's
"Livin' on a Prayer?" Not to mention the fact that there are no drink specials on
the weekends. And if you don't get there before 11 p.m. or even earlier, you are
guaranteed to stand in a line. Well, unless of course you are a Guido or have
cleavage... then you get in right away. So wear your winter jackets, and bring a
pair of gloves... just remember to hold onto them inside the bar otherwise they will
probably become lost. You could always use your gloves to wipe off the drink the
drunk girl next to you seems to share with your shirt EVERYTIME you go there...
just remember not to give her a nudge when you walk by her... no one ever
pushes at the Grape... oh the irony.
—Jessica Holmberg

GIN RUMMY: LIQUOR STORE

Mo's

WINE

&

SPIRITS

957 Post Road, Fairfield, CT -255-7623

HE

BEST

When I'm buying alcohol, I like to look around. It's not often that I have
enough money for much more than a bottle of Andre Spumante ($2.99),
but that doesn't mean I can't do a little window-shopping while I'm there,
and Mo's certainly has an incredible selection. They've got an incredible
wine selection, but like I hinted at before, I'm usually broke, so I just
admire the supply. The whole place is very classy: automatic doors when
you enter and exit, a fine selection of many different kinds of beer, and
endless shelves of liquor. Usually, there are some pretty creepy people working at liquor
stores, but the staff at Mo's is actually pretty nice and helpful. Also, they are the closest
liquor store to campus, so you never have to wait more than five minutes to pick up a bottle
of Yukon Jack for that one last Monday afternooner before class.
—Keith Whamond

SUPER DISCOUNT LIQUORS
561 Post Road, Fairfield, CT -259-7795

Joshua O'Connell/The Mirror

All bottled up: Mo's has a selection of liquor that would make any (legal)
student jump for joy. .

IE

WORST

Super D's only moved a quarter mile down Post Road, but it seems this
shift has cost them the Fairfield Student vote. Unlike Mo's, Super D's
lacks that new carpet smell and free poster giveaways. The liquor store
has now down-sized and a smaller place means a smaller selection of
alcohol. Most 30-packs are sitting out in the warm store because of the
undersized refrigerator space. Super D's has risen its prices and even
their cheapest beers are a pretty penny. The store even has a smaller
parking lot, but after this article comes out, there are sure to be more spaces available. It's
obvious that the owners of Super D's were banking La Salsa and McDonald's customers
would trickle in after an extra value meal or an El Champion. So as students drive up to the
light on North Benson, right or left seems to be the question to which way to go for liquor,
and in this case going right is the right choice, for not going to Super D's. Prices up, variety
down, and no new carpet smell means a fall from grace for Super D's.
—Mike Theile

B6

DECEMBER

11, 2003

CHIPS FOR YOU, DINNER FOR THEM

MIRROR

NACHOS
THE

SIDETRACKS
2070 Post Road, Fairfield, CT • 254-3606

BEST

Sidetracks is home of the nacho-lover's
dream: a massive platter, laden with melted
cheese, chili, retried beans, sour cream,
guacamole, jalapenos, and salsa. Every
single nacho is coated with cheese — in
fact, there's so much melted goodness that
it actually hangs off the plate. These nachos
are so loaded that they can barely contain
the amount of toppings, and, best of all, there's never a dry
nacho on the plate. You could easily fill up on this appetizer,
but you'll still find yourself scraping every last bit off the plate,
unable to bear letting something so good go to waste.
-^Carleigh Brower

7-ELEVEN
257 Reef Road, Fairfield, CT • 259-0812

Joshua O'Connell/The Mirror

Well trained: Sidetracks Restaurant's railroad theme is quite an interesting concept, and the atmosphere is
great for enjoying those tasty nachos.
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JOE'S AMERICAN BAR
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THE

WORST

Ok, it's late at night, hours since dinner,
and you can't ignore the hunger pangs any
longer. Someone suggests good old 7-11,
and before you know it, you've got a Slurpee
in one hand, and you're staring at the
nachos, which are starting to look appetizing.
Please, do yourself a favor and ignore this
urge. Think about what you're doing —
pressing a button that dispenses liquimeat for tacos. Any meat
that comes out of a spout and makes you suspect that it would
look the same way coming out as it did going in should not be
consumed. Just stick with the Slurpee, it's safer. Your stomach
will thank you later.
—Carleigh Brower

PARENT GRUB

jt J&.:

THE

GRILL

BEST

750 Post Road, Fairfield, CT • 319-1600
Joe's is parent friendly, there's no doubt about that. It's close, it's convenient,
it's reasonably priced, and the menu is American style, with enough choices
for there to be something for everyone. Their New England clam chowder
bread bowl and onion strings are especially good. Overall, the food is decent,
and if you're a freshman, you'll be so glad to be escaping Barone that Joe's
will seem like a 5-star restaurant. It doesn't take long for the novelty to wear
off, though. Joe's gets old fast, and you'll want to start exploring for slightly
more adventurous restaurants.
—Carleigh Brower

BARONE CAFETERIA
Fairfield University • 254-4000

WORST

Every year on Parent's Weekend, Barone undergoes some sort of
transformation that's supposed to convince our parents that the food at
Fairfield is actually edible. A few flowers and tablecloths can't hide the sad
truth, though. The sandwich meat is slimy, the burgers are like hockeypucks, the pasta is rubbery, and none of their "entrees" are fit for human
consumption. Let's face it: man cannot subsist on grilled cheese and French
fries alone. Plus, we all know there's laxatives in the food. Why subject your
parents to this when they have the cash and the transportation to get you to a decent restaurant
off-campus?
--Carleigh Brower

_

DID YOU KNOW?

^

if ^ Barone got "Worst Parent Grub" in *J ^
^V»#<^^ 2001 as well. "If you're mad, suggest ^^••'^^
^\ Jj
Barone... and if you're really mad,
^\ Ji
trip your dad so he drops his tray."

Aelee Kwon/The Mirror

Tasty treats: Joe's American Bar & Grill offers generous portions at
a decent price, and they're close by, making it easy to escape the
doldrums of cafeteria food.

Do you agree with the student survey choices? Or maybe you think they suck? E-mail us at
themirror@stagweb.fairfield.edu or use our Website Submission feature at www.fairfieldmirror.com
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LIVING THE SWEET LIFE: DORM
THE

GONZAGA

BEST

1073 North Benson Road, Fairfield, CT -254-4000

When you think of Gonzaga, three things come to mind: 1. How do I pronounce
it? 2. Big rooms. 3. Closest to Canisius. If you're lazy and like to fill your
room with huge beanbag chairs and still have room to park a Lincoln Town Car,
Gonzaga is the dorm for you. Housing problems? You can walk to the housing
office in your slippers. Stag Card problems? It's right next door to housing.
Unlike Loyola, you don't need to write essays and send applications to score
huge rooms with your best buds. When it's three below zero, you don't even
have to bundle up to get to class, just run. Those people that you see in the middle of winter with
flip flops most likely live in Gonzaga because it's so close to Canisius. Speaking of proximity to
Canisius, you can even jump out your window and be there in no time.
—Megan McGory

DOLAN
1073 North Benson Road, Fairfield, CT -254-4000

WORST

Dolan is big and scary. There are rumors of a ghost. Good luck finding your
way up there, although on the plus side, you will gain some muscles in your
legs after a year. What's even better is that it used to be a convent, so every
time you hook-up in your room, you think of those little old nuns praying with
their rosaries. Kinda creepy. Kinda kills the mood. If you live in Dolan, tank
tops are your best friends. It's not uncommon to have your window open all
year round because the heat is so unbearable. You might have it turned off,
but if you feel the heater, you're bound to get burned. On the plus side, you can use your heater
to make a decent grilled cheese or sunny side-up eggs. Showers: some of them don't drain, so
unless you want to get Athlete's Foot up to your knees, be prepared to go to class with stringy,
oily hair. And by the end of the year, you skin will be drier than an armadillo's scales. But don't
ask me, I chose to live there.
—Megan McGory

Mirror file photo

Dreary Dolan: Kick a dorm while it's down, why don't you?

CD

STORE

FYE
Westfield Trumbull Mall • 373-1014

Ti

WORST

It's a bit surprising that FYE got worst,
according to student vote. Their store is
the largest music store in the area; they've
got really cool listening stations; and they're
located in the mall, which is a great location
when you're also doing clothes shopping.
But there's something to be said for their
parent company, Trans World, which also owns Coconuts. You
see, pricing, new release selection, and so forth are practically
identical. You voted one of their stores best and one worst.
Their branding of different locations have obviously paid off,
and most students just don't realize it. Think about that the
next time you're shopping at either store. —Joshua O'Connell

^fp

DID YOU KNOW?^^

f-'Y^*

Mirror file photo

Shake your Coconuts: Its location and singular focus on everything music and movies secures their place
as best CD store.

THE

COCONUTS
1990 Black Rock Tpke, Fairfield, CT • 333-0558
Coconuts has leapt from last place last year, to first place this year. Their
store is located fairly close to campus, their new release prices have gotten
more aggresive, and they have used CDs which can allow students to
get even more bang for their buck. They also have a small selection of
magazines, movies and other entertainment-related accessories, which
means it can become one-stop shopping if you're looking for other things at
once. Coconuts has been under-appreciated, and it's time they got their due.
—Joshua O'Connell

BEST

-/'.-:•

■

First, the gods at
^•'Y/
Apple created the iPod,
and they knew that it was good. Then
they created iTunes for Windows,
and as they said at launch, Hell froze
over. With single songs available at
only 99 cents, and full albums mostly
at $9.99, it's an amazing way to buy
music inexpensively while keeping
the lawsuit-happy RIAA lawyers
away from your computer. For more
information on the iPod and iTunes, or
to download the iTunes software,
visit www.itunes.com

iu:v vs-rij '■
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Mirror file photo

Making moves: The beach is a much better hook-up spot than your dorm. What were you all thinking?

[APPENI

iVi.AKJl.Nii

H E

YOUR (MY) ROOM

BEST

Your dorm, your room number • Your extension
Way to go for the obvious answer. Some of your fellow
classmates were a bit more clever, however. Here were
some of their picks: Behind Bellarmine, The Grape
bathroom, Barone Campus Center, the townhouse shed,
the basement of the CUF building, a car, the beach, the
chapel (how sinful — and how delightful!), and Beardsley
Park. The old saying goes, there's always next year.

#3^i

HOOK-UP SPOTS

ROOM W/ ROOMMATE THERETAJ

H E

Your dorm, your room number • Your extension
WORST
Nice — you guys went two for two. Sure, it's annoying when
the roommate's there, but there's always options. Sexiling
works, as does being very quiet when the 'mate decides
to head to bed. Here are better answers culled from the
surveys: a leather couch, the dorm lounge, the townhouse^
laundry room, CNS 15, the library bathroom, the writing
center, and the dorm showers.

DID YOU KNOW?
The Mirror office got honorable mention for hook-up spot in 2000 and 2001.

ATEX: PLACES TO GET CONDOMS
nn it

CVS

i fi

BEST

698 Post Road, Fairfield, CT • 255-4402

CVS has been on the radar for condoms for some time. Some locations are
open 24 hours, and all of them are clean, well-lit, and well-stocked. They
also keep the KY nearby, just in case. Their selection of condoms can only
be beaten by online establishments, but if you're expecting some tonight, you
can't wait for the postal service (and especially, the extremely slow Fairfield
Post Office) to get you the protection you need quickly. One added benefit:
drug store employees have a tendency to have seen everything - they check
out Viagra for people all the time; why should they care if you've got a pack of
condoms to purchase?
—Joshua O'Connell

STOP

&

SHOP

PICK

1160 Kings Highway, Fairfield, CT • 254-8748

Two years and many condoms later, Mirror staffers still think the best innovation in the condombuying category has been the self-checkout lines. No more dirty looks from the cashier; fewer
dirty looks from moms with young kids who can't believe someone your age is hooking up. (Hey
— she's got her kid to worry about — she can't be scanning her groceries too.) Their selection
and pricing are decent, and it's also a benefit that the one on Route 1 is open 24 hours, so a little
spontaneous nookie is one step closer to being a reality.
—Joshua O'Connell

YOUR PARENTS
Insert your address here • Insert your phone number here

Robyn Atkachunas/The Mirror

Plenty of protectio n: Stop & Shop's condom selection is quite vast,
and their prices are reasonable.

WORST

First, you had to deal with them trying to give you a talk about the birds and
the bees. Now you're ready to sting, and the only possible chance for getting
condoms over vacation is to try to find your parents' stash. But there's a
chance your mom's on the pill, or that she's post-menopausal, or maybe she's
following the Catholic line of defense and you've got 14 brothers and sisters.
Sure, it might have been a good idea at the time, but unless your parents
actually use them, chances are you're going to be SOL. —Joshua O'Connell

